January 2009
Dear Friends and Family,

Saludos de Guatemala!in hope that blessings found you this Christmad,yur New Year ‘09 is off to a good start.
As always, | need to start by thanking you allyour support, faithful prayers, and notes of enagament along the
way in 2008. If you can believe, | have been iratémala for just shy of two years now! While in ngw home, |

have received your notes connecting me to my dthares — news of new babies and babies-on-the-\ay, o
engagements, marriages, new jobs and new towrist can happen in two years!

Recapping 2008

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE: With MCC, my parent
organization, the various MCCers placed in locgboizations
around Guatemala and El Salvador met four timegduhe year
for meetings, planning, checking in with each othrerwork and
life in our various communities and placement oigations.

This month (January 2009), MCC's Latin America d&pant also
held a regional Spiritual Retreat in Managua, Nigaia, where on
one excursion this little monkey came quite clasgreet us!

We also organized and participated in a “serviearding week” in the mountainous

department of San Marcos, Guatemala that brouglether youth from various Mayan
indigenous communities
throughout Guatemala, from
the capital of Guatemala, and
from both rural and urban, evangelical and Catholic
communities in El Salvador. It was quite the croghural
experience for all!

SEMILLA SEMINARY In SEMILLA, my placement organization, 2008 wasusy time in the Central American

/ Study and Service (CASAS) program of the Semiramjth about a dozen short-term

learning groups from the US, Canada and even assfiiolland, and three semester programs,
we had plenty to keep us occupied! Our prayeligsys that these experiences - whether they
be only a few days or a few months - be an eyedpand heart opening time, as foreigners
engage with local Guatemalans, and the stats andsthey have read come alive — the
devastation as well as the beauty, the pain asasstie hope.

Now, as most of you know, my role within SEMILLA®inary has changed for my final
months here in Guatemala. This Fall 2008, | ttéorsed out of the Director role of the
Central American Study and Service program andartemporary role until March 1, 2009 to

So coordinate a project reviewing the organizatiotalcture of SEMILLA, its mission and
vision statements, objectives, etc., and offer meoendations as it plans for the future of the fnstin. | have also
helped in transition needs in CASAS, with studeougs as needed, and with oral and written traioslat

| believe that God has something up His sleeve€€®EAS. When | first began speaking with MCC andviE.A

about transitioning out of the CASAS role, “coineidally” a Canadian Anthropology professor, andrfer
development worker in Guatemala, wrote inquiringaateaching or leadership possibilities in CASAS®, this Fall,
Adrienne Wiebe, came to guest teach in CASAS ds tmisider possibilities for the future. Plepsayfor the CASAS
program — its staff and students, and for Adrieamshe considers to the best next steps for sheearidisband, Arturo.

So...on to 20009 ...




| want to face whatever’'s next with energy, exciéetnand faith. But the reality is that this bodynd and spirit are
weary. So it looks as if whatever's next in theufetwill first need to begin with a time for rendwa

This past decade has taken me on a number of Valjmbneys where | have met wonderful people (mafnyou!),
learned invaluable lessons, and built up to thisezu challenge. But | am wondering now if this nelxapter may not
be opening up to a recurring yearning | have hadesbeginning studies at Calvin in Internationaledlepment exactly
10 years ago this month, for the smell and fegjaafd soil, of plugging myself in again to a conssi@onnectedness
with life, with nature, plants and animals, the s@in and soil — of sustainable rural development

So, my task becomes allowing the transformatiompfdisappointment and feelings of failure in leaviBuatemala into
seeing this space post-Guatemala as a way to rpergenal renewal with vocational training. A serod
“coincidences” (i.e. confirmations) have nudgedtoward a certain Christian farm in Texas as aisggoint.

So here’s what | am thinking:

Spring 2009- Spend several weeks at this training farm, Whldehger Relief International (WHRI)
www.worldhungerrelief.org a sustainable, organic farm that works to tiai@rnational development workers, rural
missionaries, aspiring urban gardeners, and Contgn8npported Agriculture (CSA) movers and shakéhe farm
offers hands-on training in the mornings and cainsdhe afternoons. I'm excited about most of ihitking goats,
tending to bees, digging in the dirt, but | did #dbutchering was mandatory! They said that ifiey would “help me
work through it.” Ugh. | guess you can’t havelit Here are some glimpses of the farm:

Summer — Fall 2009 -A time to reflect on WHRI, prepare for and begihatever life hands me next, which at the
point, | am thinking will take on one of these thferms:

a) WHRI's complete 15 month intern program, toibhegept 2009 or January 2010

b) Temp job(s) (a few months up to 2 years) t@ mehke a dent in
N Contact Info:
or pay off my student loans to free me up morditure service;
. . . - Shannon Malburg
preferably in a community where | have friends/flgrand where | | ~gmité Central Menonita

can keep using Spanish, OR 19 Avenida 5-94, Zona 11
c) (Re) applying to MCC and/or other Christiavelepment Colonia Miraflores
agencies for positions in Latin America. Ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemalg

Cell: 011-502-5056-1031
So, that is a little taste of this past year andtwhay be up next. _ _
Thanks for checking in. For more pics and musifgsu haven’t Email: smalbu@gmail.com
caught them before, you can stop in to my blog,at8mala Blog (for pics and updates):
Untitled,” www.sminguatemala.blogspot.com www.sminguatemela.blogspot.com

. . To send Financial Support (thru Feb 28th):
| leave you with the peace blessing that my for@eatemalan Mennonite Central Committee

host- parents just gave today for a group of Uesisarians. after | 21 South 12th Street PO Box 500
sharing about their experiences of the past theeadks, working Akron, PA 17501-0500
with the poor in Guatemala in “Acts-like” commueti. During Check Memo liné'PDA - Shannon Malburg”

Guatemala’s armed conflict in the 80s and 90swiigk meant
threats to their lives, because it was consideseathvVersive” to have the poor organizing themselesning to read
and write, living out the modern day “Acts,” of tetherness in community.

“Peace be with you. But | don’t mean a passiveggeas in the absence of conflict. | mean an ageaxe. True peace
only comes out of a context of true justice — I'clive in peace if my brothers and sisters, i fhoor, do not have
enough to eat, or work in exploitive conditionsneat lead a dignified human life, cannot experietheefullness of life.
So when | give you a blessing of peace | am cajlmgto be makers and doers of an active peaceotk for justice.”
So...Que la paz este contigfeace be with you...),

Shannon



