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Troy and Faith Bierma

Building Foundation

Apartment buildings are
going up in every direction in
Dhaka city right now. This
picture is one of them going
up across the street from. uis
doesn't look like much now,
just concrete floors, pillar:
and rebar sticking out. But in
two years this foundational
beginning will be a tall
building with finished
apartments like the one we're
in now. All this construction
reminds us of our ministry
and language learning here so
far. It doesn't look like much
yet, kut we're laying the
foundations for the years to
come.

We go to formal Bangla
class 5 days a week, and our
Bangla is coming along
slowly but surely. So far we
know 70 letters, 100 or so
words, how to count to 60,
and at least in theory, how to
speak in present, continuous,
and past tenses. Practically
this means that we can use a
rickshaw (local
transportation) to get around
the neighborhood and
understand a thing or two that
people say.

We've been making friends
who have been co-builders of
this foundation. They are
teaching us Bangla in an
informal way, and giving us
the insider’s look into the
culture. A few nights ago we
went to a couple’s house for
dinner. Their home is one

10x12 room in a small apartment
building. Their bed takes up most
of the space. It is helpful to have
friends like them to put things into
perspective for us, and also to relax
in the presence of friends, who dc
laugh (too hard) at our silly
language mistakes. Having
Bangladesh explained by a
Bangladeshi is much more accurate
and rewarding than reading about it
in books, or trying to filter the
culture through our Western
worldview.

We've also been building the
foundations of a home lif&his firsi
month settling into our apartment
has been slow but good. In
Bangladesh it takes a full day to do
one task, and everything is a task!
We had to have odight bulbs
installed by an electrician... Findil
the right man for the job, finding
where to buy light bulbs, returning
all the wrong bulbs, and standing
around discussing how best to
install a bulb... this took one day.
We have been noticing that we only
have energy for one task a day,
anyway. Between the mental stress
of language study and the physical
stress of 100 degree temperatures,
work becomes something you do in
many small stages... at many points
of the day.

We praise God for the ultimate
foundation, Christ the cornerstone,
who gives us hope and fresh grace
every day. And we praise God for
you, as you build with u
foundations in ministry that will
last.
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Waiting to get on a
rickshaw...

tbierma@gmail.com

Prayer Requests and Repol

First, thank you so much forraying for our safe arrival to Dha. We made

it in one piece, and eventually our luggage did tdbe transitions have been
difficult at times but we are coping well, and &agppy to be here. Faith’s
pregnancy is going along well, and she is pleasédiver doctor and the
facilities she’ll be delivering at. Praise God His faithfulness!
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1. Please pray for continued grace to learn Bandl& “khub kothin”
(very difficult!) Initially we found our minds wermalleable, and
on the Webl sponged up everything we heard. We have now betenased, and
realize how little we do know, and seem to forgestrthings we
already learned! Needless to say, learning a agegis hard work,
and we need your prayers for encouragement in this.

2. Please pray for us as we learn to respond with d&onkegenerosity to
the extreme poverty here.

: | 3. Please pray for more Bangla friends and peoplédavsis how to
Spguql iz.12 19 JEEan v navigate the cultural transitions.
Marion in the Netherlands,

for building and hosting our 4. Pray for CCTB (the seminary) that they will be hiew| and lead in
website and to his parents wisdom and courage. Pray for Troy, that he makesl gelationships

Arie and Leni for sponsoring with the faculty and staff there.

www.troyandfaith.com

the site. 5. Continue to pray for Faith’s safe delivery sometim#ay. Faith’s
mom is coming out to help with things in May, ahgstwill be a big
help.

We love you and are in prayer for you also!
In Christ,
Faith and Troy Bierma



